<<Date>>
<<Name>>

<<Title>>

<<organization>>

<<Address>>

<<City, State Zipcode>>

Dear Referring Physician:

We are writing to thank you for your history of referring patients with potential cardiovascular disease to our practice.  We highly value the partnership with your practice as part of our continued efforts to serve the community’s health care needs.

As part of those continued efforts to work together effectively, we would like to call your attention to a new Medicare policy that will affect our ability to treat your patients in the future.  Recently, the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced the implementation of a policy which refuses payment for services ordered or referred by physicians not enrolled in the Medicare program.  This policy is set to take effect July 6, 2010.  In the event your practice does not formally enroll in the Medicare program, we will be penalized when you refer patients to our office.  In order to comply with this regulation you must “enroll” which means that your information is contained within the Provider Enrollment Chain Ownership System (PECOS) database.  This does not necessarily mean you are a participating Medicare provider.  For more information, and to access the actual CMS policy, please visit:  http://www.cms.gov/MedicareProviderSupEnroll/09_ProviderEnrollmentRegulation.asp#TopOfPage. 

In order to assist providers in determining who is properly enrolled, and therefore, eligible to make referrals, CMS has published a list of the name and National Provider Identifier of all approved referral sources.  This list is published at: http://www.cms.gov/MedicareProviderSupEnroll/06_MedicareOrderingandReferring.asp#TopOfPage.  This list will be updated on a monthly basis.  If your name is not listed, our office may be unable to treat your patients until you are properly enrolled as a Medicare provider.

In addition, we urge you to ensure that you have updated your Medicare enrollment information since November 2003, as information entered in the CMS Medicare database prior to that date HAS NOT been entered into the PECOS database.  It is necessary for you to update your information even if nothing has changed since 2003 to ensure accurate compliance with this regulation.  For those practitioners who have not updated their Medicare Provider enrollment information since November 2003, please visit:  www.cms.hhs.gov/MedicareProviderSupEnroll for more information as well as links to the Medicare provider enrollment application and the online enrollment tool.

Again, our practice deeply appreciates your assistance in helping us comply with this federal law requirement and for aiding us in the continued quality care and service of our patients.  Please feel free to contact ____________ at ______________ should you have any questions or concerns about this policy.

Sincerely,

Cardiology practice managing partner
